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Halifax and Lord Rochester—The missing Hearth-money—The Duke of York and his Favourites—Opinions in the City—Despondency of Halifax —Court influence used against him—Danby still in the Tower—The Duchess of Albemarle—The Duke of Richmond supersedes Buckingham as High Steward of York—Celebrations there—The Rye House Plot—Alarm in Yorkshire—Activity of the Justices—Lord Burlington —The Scotch Pedlars—The Doncaster Corporation—Dispute in York Minster with Sir John Brook—Archbishop Dolben—Affairs in London —Monmouth surrenders himself—Charles's fondness for him—Jealousy of the Duke of York's Party—The Lord Mayor of York summoned before the King—The Duke of York and Halifax—A Duel by Moonlight.
1683.
February 9. I set forward for London, as my Lord Halifax had directed, in the hackney-coach, and on the 14th I arrived there. Waiting on my lord, he said these things to me in return of my thanks for his extraordinary kindness to me, that so long as he had power to serve any man, I might be sure he would not decline the serving of me. He told me the steps and progress of his late dispute with my Lord Hyde, now made Earl of Rochester, the First Lord Commissioner of the Treasury, occasioned by his lordship's telling the King of 40,000£., part of his revenue of hearth-money, being converted to some private use of which the Lord Rochester could not but know, and was grossly suspected to have a share; besides some other miscarriages in the management of the revenue, which no man had the courage to inform his Majesty of, but my Lord Privy Seal. lie told me they had first a dispute about me, which he could not forget, Lord Rochester being angry at my beiug